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Contrast of Characters

Israelite shepherd
Handsome boy
Defends the armies of God

Confidence in God; does not
fear Goliath

Relies on God’s power to
defeat Goliath

&

David vs. Goliath
1 Samuel 17

Proclaims the Lord’s name while

facing Goliath
Wears no armor
Carries staff, 5 stones, sling

Stands alone to face Goliath

Kills Goliath with a
single stone

Philistine warrior
9-ft. champion

Defies armies of God

Feared by Israelites

Relies on own power to
defeat David

Curses David by his gods

Wears bronze helmet, full
coat of bronze armor

Carries sword, spear, javelin

Keeps his shield bearer
in front of him

Suffers humiliating death;
beheaded
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Provision. God provides for his servants, even in times of
desperate need, as David found bread and a sword in the
house of the Lord.

God's fashioning. Every great person has times of seeming
failure, as well as times of success and adulation. Don't
judge too soon that God has forgotten you. He is molding
you into a finely-crafted instrument that he can use in his
work.

Leaders. Leaders tend to attract followers when they are
struggling as well as when they're on top, as David
gathered a band of mighty men in the wilderness. Look for
a person that people are following and you'll find a leader.

Learning. Times of struggle are often when you learn the
most and do your best work. Don't discount the difficulties
you face in your wilderness as wasted time.

Interna | Use Only



. Guidance. The ability to seek God's will is a very precious gift.
David had this in the presence of the Urim and the Thummim,
the company of a prophet, and his own prophetic gift. You
can find God's will if you seek him with all your heart, since,
iIf you're a Christian, you possess the Holy Spirit of God who
connects you with the very mind of Christ (1 Corinthians
2:10-16).

Betrayal. Even people you have helped may well betray you,
as the residents of Keilah and Ziph will betray David. You will
meet disappointment. But don't despair! You have an
unshakable Rock, the Lord your God. He will never leave you
or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5)!

Praise. We are to praise God in all circumstances (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18), as David did in many of his
Wilderness-era psalms. Our joy is in the Lord himself, not in
whether everything is going well or not.
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A Comparison Between David & Saul
| ife of David | ife of Sadl

David was God's kind of king Saul was man'’s kind of King
2 Samuel 7:8-16 1Samuel 10:23-24
David was a man after God's own heart Saul was a man after people’s praise
Acts 3:22 1Samuel 18:6-8
David’s kingship was eternal through Christ h Saul's kingship was rejected
2 Samuel 7:29 1Samuel 15:23
David was kind & benevolent Saul was cruel
2 Samuel 7:29 1Samuel 20:30-32; 22:11-29
David was forgiving Saul was unforgiving
1Samuel 26 1Samuel 14:44; 18:9
David was penitent When confronted, Saul lied
2 Samuel 12:13; 24:10 1 Samuel 15:10-31
David was courageous Saul was fearful
2 Samuel 17:1; 1Chronicles 18 1Samuel 17:11; 18-22
David was at peace with God Saul was separated from God

Psalm 4:8; 37:1 1Samuel 16:14
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Man’s King Is Anointed
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